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CONFIDENTIAL BOGOTA 2608 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: TECH, ENRG, CO, IAEA 

SUBJ: EXPIRING AGREEMENT FOR NUCLEAR COOPERATION 
REF: STATE 059596 

EMBASSY BELIEVES THAT DISCUSSION ON THE EXTENSION OF 
SAFEGUARDS IS PROGRESSING WELL AND THAT THE EXCHANGE 
OF NOTES CAN TAKE PLACE NEXT WEEK. COLOMBIANS HAVE 
BEEN MADE FULLY AWARE OF THE IMPORTANCE THE U.S. GIVES 
TO THE SAFEGUARDS AND TO THE EXPIRATION DATE. COLOMBIANS 
HAVE NO OBJECTIONS TO THE EXCHANGE OF NOTES NOR TO THE PRESENT 
WORDING, ALTHOUGH THEY HAVE NOT YET READ THE SUBSTITUTE 
WORDING FOR THE TRILATERAL WHICH IS BEING DELIVERED TODAY. 

AT PRESENT, THE ONLY PROBLEM CAUSING DELAY IS AN INTERNAL 
COLOMBIAN CONCERN ABOUT THE TECHNICAL LEGALITY UNDER COLOMBIAN 
LAW OF EXTENDING SAFEGUARDS WHEN THESE DERIVED THEIR JURIDICAL 
EXISTENCE FROM AN EXPIRING AGREEMENT WHICH HAD BEEN RATIFIED BY 
THE CONGRESS. EMBASSY WILL MEET WITH MINISTRY OF MINES, THE 
DIRECTOR OF THE NUCLEAR AFFAIRS INSTITUTE AND LEGAL AND ECONOMIC 
OFFICES OF MFA MONDAY TO TRY TO REACH FINAL DECISION 
SO THAT EXCHANGE CAN TAKE PLACE IN MID-WEEK. 

SANCHEZ 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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